
Virginia Farmers Markets are Open for Business!
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Pre-order Drive-Thru Market only



Online Pre-Orders
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Market Order Boards



Vendors and Preventive Practices



No Touch Vendors



Payment



Booth & Display Guidance



SNAP/EBT



Market Sanitation and Preventive Practices
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Social Media and Website Communication



VDACS FAQ’s #1

Are farmers’ markets allowed to operate during the COVID-19 emergency? 

YES



VDACS FAQ’s # 2

Is pre-ordering from market vendors required? 

No



VDACS FAQ’s #3

Are farmers’ markets limited to only ten patrons at a time? 

The guidance provided by VDACS does not limit the total 
number of patrons at a farmers’ market to ten (10) at a time. 



VDACS FAQ’s #4

Is there a calculation for the number of patrons that can be within a 
market during a given time? 

Currently, there is not a formula to calculate how 
many patrons should be allowed within a market. 



Additional Information

Cottage Food Products and on-line pre-ordering for farmers market pick-up 

Low Risk Vendor Product Virtual Inspections or use Certified Kitchens



The COVID-19 Virginia Farmers Market



Upcoming Webinars
Farmers Market Success During COVID-19 - an online training series
At a time when demand for healthy local food is skyrocketing, farmers markets face incredible hurdles due to COVID-19. VAFMA is hosting
two online training classes that will detail how 9 different markets are navigating this obstacle course.
In the trainings, you’ll hear from market managers at rural, urban and suburban markets; government run, private and non-profit markets. 
They will share their successes and lessons learned along with their communication strategies, signage, market rules, physical structure, 
social distancing practices, use of volunteers, payment methods and more.
VAFMA staff will summarize the recommendations and resources shared.
Registration for the trainings is limited. Recordings will be available. Cost is $15 per person per training

Vendor-Managed Pre-Orders 
April 23, 2020, Noon – 1:30 PM EST
At each of the markets featured, vendors take their own pre-orders and online sales. However, the markets have all responded 
with varying set-ups and processes that adapt to their available space and location restrictions. There are drive thru markets, 
curbside pickups and walk through shopping as well as markets that combine those options. 

Market-Managed Online Sales
April 28, 2020, Noon – 1:30 PM EST
Online markets are experiencing major increases in sales and the market managers in this training have jumped in.
We will hear about four markets – each one uses a different ordering platform – Locally Grown, Lulus Local Food, Whats Good, Wosomoso. 
They also use different distribution methods -- home delivery, curbside pickup and multiple pickup locations. One market has been online since 2013,
the others are new since COVID-19.

https://vafma.org/resources/webinars/
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Kim Hutchinson, PH.D, MBA
Executive Director

Virginia Farmers Market Association

kim.hutchinson@vafma.org

804-405-3288
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