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Plants and Plant Products Inspection Law 
(Va Code §3.2-3800 et. seq)
• Law that charges the Commissioner of Agriculture to:

• Protect the agricultural, horticultural, and other interests from plant 
pests, and 

• Enter into agreements with other states, to facilitate trade within U.S.

• Authorizes the Commissioner to: 
• License nurseries & nursery stock dealers;
• Inspect nursery stock and provide inspection certificate; 
• Eradicate and control plant pests;
• Stop sale plants infested with insect or disease plant pests; and 
• Ensure compliance with the Law. 



Who needs a License?

• It is unlawful for any nurseryman or 
dealer to offer for sale, sell, deliver, 
or give away nursery stock unless
such person shall have first 
procured a license from the 
Commissioner (§ 3.2-3803)

• Nurseryman: Any person that 
produces nursery stock for sale or 
distribution  

• Dealer: Any person that acquires 
nursery stock for the purpose of 
resale and distribution who is not 
a grower of nursery stock



Current Nurseries and Dealers

• Nursery Grower Operations: 
285

• Nursery Stock Dealers: 
2,295 

• VDACS posts the list of all 
licensed nurseries and 
dealers on our website



What is Nursery Stock? 

• Means all trees, shrubs, woody 
vines (including ornamentals), 
bush fruits, grapevines, fruit 
trees, and nut trees offered for 
sale and distribution 

• All buds, grafts, scions, and 
cuttings from such plants 

• Any container, soil, and other 
packing material with such plants 
or plant products



What ISN’T nursery stock?

• Unless designated by the 
Board, nursery stock shall not 
include florist or greenhouse 
plants for inside culture or 
use.

• Indoor houseplants
• Cut flowers
• Annual bedding flowers
• Terrarium or aquarium plants 
• Vegetable transplants
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License Process & Renewals

• License year: January 1 - December 31 

• Nursery Grower Operation – $75/year + 
inspection fee (if applicable)

• Nursery Stock Dealer – $25/year

• No proration  

• OPIS mails automatic renewal notices 
every year (November) 
• Late fee if not renewed by January 30



Inspection Fee – $1.50/acre over 50

• Example 1:
Judy’s Enchanted Garden – 3.8 acres

 No Inspection Fee

• Example 2: 
Grelen Nursery – 306 acre
 $1.50 x 256 = $384/year



License Process – New License

• Submit to OPIS a completed application & 
check/money order for the appropriate 
license
• Finance department collects $ then OPIS 

receives the confirmation and application

• Dealers – license is issued once we 
receive application and check clears 
finance 

• Grower Operation – license is issued 
once our inspector performs an initial 
inspection (determine nursery stock and 
verify no plant pests)



Inspection – New Nursery

• Plant Protection Inspectors contact new 
nursery grower operations once they 
receive notification from OPIS 
headquarters 

• Set up a time to meet and inspect plants
• Verify true to nursery stock definition
• Verify presence or freedom of plant 

pests

• Inspector contact OPIS headquarters to 
confirm nursery stock and plant pest 
freedom



Documents: License & Inspection Certificate

LICENSE LICENSE

LICENSE NO:



Inspection Routine

• Grower Operations: Required inspection at least 
once annually

• Dealers: Inspection not required; Target 10% per year

• Inspectors visit nurseries, often unannounced, to 
inspect nursery stock 
• Looking for signs/symptoms of plant diseases
• Looking for insect plant pests
• Take samples for confirmation
• Stop sale of plants, if infestations found on site

• Prevent the spread of insect and disease plant pests 
in Virginia



Inspection – What do they not include?

• Don’t provide recommendations 
for how to grow plants

• Don’t provide general pest 
control recommendations

• Don’t recommend other 
nurseries or products

• Don’t provide business acumen 
or recommendations



Who’s my Inspector?

• OPIS has 15 Plant Protection Inspectors
• 3 Regional Supervisors
• 1 Field Operations Manager

• Map of territories and contact information for your assigned 
inspector
• https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-nursery-

inspection.shtml
• www.Vdacs.virginia.gov > Search Bar > “Nursery Inspection” 

https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-nursery-inspection.shtml
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-nursery-inspection.shtml
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/




Plants and Plant Products Regulation           
(2 VAC 5-450)
• Section 10: Licensed nurseries with more than one sales location does not 

need to license each location. Must have copy of license.

• Section 20: Narcissus plants, bulbs, and vegetable transplants destined for 
shipment out of the Commonwealth are nursery stock.

• Section 30: Field-grown vegetable transplants inspected during the growing 
season, and again when pulled and packed, may be eligible for certification. 

• Section 40: European black currant plants, Ribes nigrum, may not be moved 
to any destination in Virginia.



Plant Pest Quarantines

• May be additional requirements, 
depending on where the nursery is 
located and where the farmers market is

• Red imported fire ant quarantine

• Spongy moth quarantine 

• Compliance agreement and extra 
precautions 



New invasive plant species signage 
requirements 
• In the 2025, the General Assembly and the Governor approved a bill 

that requires retail establishments selling plants to place sign in 
proximity to displays, if they contain any of the 39 invasive plant 
species

• Identifying the plant as invasive 
• Educates consumers on invasive plants
• Provides links to DCR’s invasive plant list
• Encourage consumers to ask for alternatives 

• More in development. Takes effect January 1, 2027. 



Contacts at VDACS

• Main office line: 804-786-3515

• David Gianino, Program Manager
• David.Gianino@vdacs.virginia.gov 

• Samuel Markwith, Field Operations Manager
• Samuel.Markwith@vdacs.virginia.gov 

• Dr. Anna Pasternak, Invasive Species Coordinator/Compliance 
Agreement Specialist
• Anna.Pasternak@vdacs.virginia.gov 

mailto:David.Gianino@vdacs.virginia.gov
mailto:Samuel.Markwith@vdacs.virginia.gov
mailto:Anna.Pasternak@vdacs.virginia.gov


Questions? 
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